Berlin High School 

Biology: Summer Reading ASSIGNMENT 
Due Fall 2008

I. Rationale
The Biology summer reading assignment is designed to provide an understanding about the effects of humans on our natural environment.  This book raises awareness by describing the personal as well as ecological consequences of using common everyday products such as pesticides, weed killers, insecticides and other dangerous chemicals.  When students return to school in the fall, they will be given a multiple choice test to assess their understanding of this reading, and the book will be an integral part of the ecology unit.   
II. Book Selection
All biology students are required to read chapters 1, 3, 9 and 12 in:

[image: image1.jpg]STLENT
SPRING
LCH UL S

RACHEL
CARSON

Lear




Silent Spring (by Rachel Carson)

Silent Spring, released in 1962, offered the first comprehensive look at widespread ecological degradation and touched off an environmental awareness that still exists. Rachel Carson's book focused on the poisons from insecticides, weed killers, and other common products as well as the use of sprays in agriculture. Carson argued that those chemicals were more dangerous than radiation. Presented with thorough documentation, the book opened more than a few eyes about the dangers of the modern world and stands today as a landmark work. 
III. Requirements

Each student is responsible for understanding the concepts involved in the following focus points.  Their understanding of these concepts will be assessed during the first week of September when the students will take a multiple choice test.

Focus Points:

· What are some causes of “the silent spring”?

· Rachel Carson identifies pesticide usage as a problem for the environment.  List at least four of the pesticides she describes and what they are used for.

· Why did people think DDT was so useful?

· DDT can have short term and long term effects on salmon.  Provide an example of each.

· What types of organisms have been affected by water contaminants?

· How do pesticides get into our rivers and streams?

· What does Carson mean by the following quote, “Man, however much he would like to pretend to the contrary, is part of nature”?

· According to the author, what is the long term threat to human health from pesticide use?

· What is Carson’s main means of persuasion, i.e. how does she get her point across?

· What is Carson’s targeted audience?

· What are some alternative methods of insect control discussed in the book?

· What kind of persona does Rachel Carson adopt? (scientist, public-minded citizen or an average concerned citizen?)

· Why did the author title the book “Silent Spring”.
